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Challenges

ω Cost & complexity of Data Centre
management keeps rising 

ω IT staff is not growing with
infrastructure cost

ω Impact analysis is becoming 
more difficult

ω άDǊŜŜƴέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŜŘ

ω Cooling of the Data Centre 
prevalent everywhere

ω 54% of Data Centresare currently being redesigned, retrofitted or built new (Avocentς

Data Centre Issues study)
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Result

ÅRe-centralisation

ïCollapsing IT infrastructure to fewer,
bigger Data Centres

ÅRetrofit of Existing Infrastructure

ïVirtualisation

ïPower monitoring

ïProcess automation

ïñGreeningò the Data Centre

ïProlong the life current Data Centre

ÅPlanning for New Infrastructure
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¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧΦ
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How might this apply to your 

customers?

ωDo they know if their Data Centresmeet long-term power, cooling and space goals 
while staying within budget?

ωWill they virtualiseΣ ƎŜǘ άƎǊŜŜƴŜǊέ but have more Data Centre management issues?

ωHow increasingly difficult might
impact assessment be for them as various
technologies are implemented 
in the Data Centre?
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Avocent MergePoint® Infrastructure  Explorer

ƛǎ ŀ ΨǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŀƴŜ ƻŦ ƎƭŀǎǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǘŀ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
capacities, enabling various teams to gain clear insight into their environments, 
allowing them to Know, Plan and Manage the Data Centre.
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Questions we help answer 

How much rack capacity do I have left
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Questions we help answer 

How do we make best use of the facilities we have today?
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How much power have we consumed in the London Data Centre
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Questions we help answer 
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Where are all of our finance servers located

9

Questions we help answer 
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Questions we help answer 

What physical changes occurred globally in the last 90 days
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Questions we help answer 

If we increase our Blades servers in the New York Data Centre
do we have enough cooling?
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If we virtualised, what cost savings can we expect
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Questions we help answer 
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Where can we best deploy the next project?
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Questions we help answer 
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²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛŦ ǿŜΧ
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The Big Picture

ÅLƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 5ŀǘŀ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ
Å/ŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƘŜƭǇΩǎ ǇǊŜ-empt any potential downtime through 
proactive management of the Assets in the DC
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Analysing Asset Detail and Modeling Change

ÅCompare Racks to help optimise capacities
ÅSelect asset to display unique information such 
as asset tag or warranty expiration
ÅView front and rearassets to give true 
representation
ÅView connections visually to identify any 
redundancy problems
ÅtǊŜŘƛŎǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ōȅ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ΨǎŜŜƛƴƎΩ 
consumed and available  network ports
ÅIncrease quality and speed through exporting 
Rack Designs in PDF to engineering teams
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What type of ROI can be achieved?

ÅThere are a number of ways to calculate the ROI. 

Å Obtain significant Productivity Gains when

ÅProvisioning Assets

ÅPlanning new cabinets and location space

ÅDecommissioning assets

ÅPreparing Operational reports

ïA consequence is increased Quality of Service (QOS) 

to the business
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Use Case Example ïCompany X

Identifying physical environment for asset in the Data Centre

Company X Cost per man 
day (DC Staff)

Man days per install Assets per 
month

Monthly Cost Yearly cost

£ 281 0.6 Man Days (5hrs) 30 £ 5,058 £ 60,696
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Identifying physical environment for asset in the Data Centre  - with AMIE

Company X Cost per man 
day (DC Staff)

Man days per install Assets per 
month

Monthly Cost Yearly cost

£ 281 0.16 Man Days 
(30mins)

30 £ 1,348 £ 16,185

Identifying physical environment for asset in the Data Centre ïsavings

Hours released for other tasks/projects per 

month

Savings per year

135 hours (17 man days) £44,511

ω Identifying Physical environment requires multiple questions answered, such as

ω Physical Space for Asset

ω Physical Network connections

ω Physical Power ports

ω Impact Analysis on environment after asset is deployed
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Planning Rack design and location in the Data Centre

Company X Cost per man 
day (DC Staff)

Man days per install Racks per 
month

Monthly Cost Yearly cost

£ 281 2.7 Man Days 2 £1,517 £ 18,204

ω Planning New Cabinets and locations

ï Planning of all assets can take many man hours to complete

ï Without a visualisation tool, results are not as predictable

ï Using AMIE will improve accuracy and drive standardisation
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Planning Rack design and location in the Data Centre  - with AMIE

Company X Cost per man 
day (DC Staff)

Man days per install Racks per 
month

Monthly Cost Yearly cost

£ 281 0.2 Man Days (2 hrs max) 2 £ 112 £ 1,344

Planning Rack design and location ïsavings

Hours released for other tasks/projects per year Savings per year

240 hours (30 man days) £16,860
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ω Many teams update their information within different spreadsheets

ω Risk of Errors are high

ω Sharing of this information between teams does not always happen, and is not always timely

ω Highly skilled and well paid workers have to spend time on keeping these updated

ω AMIE eliminates the need for spreadsheets and creates a collaborative repository for data relevant to all 
parties
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Teams maintaining and utilising spreadsheets (100% saving)

Team responsible Average Man Day Cost Man Days 
Per month

Monthly Cost Yearly cost

Networks £ 281 2 £ 562 £ 6,744

Patching/ Communication £ 281 2 £ 562 £ 6,744

Facilities £ 281 5 £ 1,405 £ 16,860

Capacity Provisioning Team £ 281 18 £ 5,058 £ 60,696

Storage £ 281 2 £ 562 £ 6,744

Total Annual Saving (£) £ 165,300

Total Annual Saving 
(days)

348
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Use Case Example ïCompany X

ωManagement Reports are also created instantly using AMIE

ωReporting has been found to save over 6 days of management 
time per month

ωManagement cost =  £491 per man day

ωSaving £ 2,946 per month

ωReleasing 6 days worth of                                                
management time for other tasks
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Overall ROI Benefits 

ω Staff efficiency and productivity

ï Asset Provisioning

ï Cabinet / Equipment planning

ï Pre & Post Virtualisation server Management

ï Spreadsheet and Visio / Auto-cad elimination

ï Operational Reporting

ω Increased Return in Assets

ï Increase utilisation and lifespan of Data Centre

ω Risk Management

ï Overheating / localised power overload risk reduction

ï PDU Infrastructure overload risk reduction

ω Data Centre Migrations / Changes

ï Reduced external costs in migrations and consolidations
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What Projects are a good fit for AMIE

ÅNew Data Centre builds 

ÅPower

ÅVirtualisation

ÅConsolidation

ÅRetrofitting a Data Centre

ÅData Centre Expansion

ÅInventory of Assets in a Data Centre


